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The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, teaches that nothing is permanent except change. In
fact this is so ingrained in the human psyche that it may well & truly be one of those self-
evident truths that nearly everyone accepts. Change is not only the human condition;
everything that exists changes. Nothing remains forever unchanged. Many would (& many
would not) extrapolate this even to God. Lack of change is nonexistence.

In many ways, our reactions to change reveal our personalities. Be it a pleasant gift or
the loss of a loved one, how we react when our world changes defines who & what we are.
And, even these reactions are subject to change. Nobel Laureate Bob Dylan’s well known
song, “The Times They Are a-Changin,” recognizes the inevitability of change & suggests that
those who will not accept change will “sink like a stone.” He asks those who cannot accept the
new road to “Please get out of the new one if you can’t lend your hand.” There are those who
can adapt & those who cannot.

Traditionally, those who are tolerant of change & not bound by authoritarianism,
orthodoxy, or tradition are labeled liberal while those who are reluctant to accept changes &
new ideas are labeled conservative. Yet, even these common definitions are subject to change.
History abounds with examples. The religion of Moses was a radical departure from the
preexisting Israelite religion yet, Samuel, who champions that religion when the people of
Israel want a king, is clearly taking Dylan’s old road. God tells Samuel to listen to the people -
“For the times they are a-changin.”

Here in America, the Republican Party was founded as a political party of change -
those who would overthrow the accepted order of strong state’s rights & lawful slavery. It
boasted such radicals as Abraham Lincoln & Theodore Roosevelt. So, how did the Republican
Party become the party of conservative America? The other side of the isle is not immune
either. Republican presidents Ronald Reagan & now, Donald Trump, are “conservative”
advocates of sweeping change while their “liberal” opponents fight to preserve the status quo.
Even these labels are not sacred. “For the times they are a-changin.”



As change is an integral & necessary part of life, then, it is not surprising that our
Jewish traditions have much to say on the subject. Biblical & rabbinic tales of change abound.
Moses is a story of change, & part of this tale includes the inevitable backlash of Korach’s
Rebellion. Institution of the monarchy is a story of change with none other than Samuel
himself playing the part of the reactionary conservative. The split of the Davidic Kingdom,
the destruction of Solomon’s Temple, the Revolt of the Maccabees, the rise of Rabbinic
Judaism... indeed, our entire tradition is a story of change & our people’s reaction to change.

Our tradition has plenty to say about change itself. The book of Ecclesiastes teaches
that one should not pine for the good old days: “Do not say: How was it that days gone by are
better than these? For it is not out of wisdom that you would ask this.” Rebbe Nachman of
Breslov teaches: “If you are not a better person tomorrow than you are today, what need
have you for a tomorrow?” Again, indicating that life demands change.

Sometimes change becomes so engrained that we forget that once upon a time things
were different. After the destruction of the Second Temple, our sages had to construct a
religion based on prayer rather than sacrifice. They taught: “To love the Lord your God & to
serve Him with all your heart... What is this service of the heart? You must say that this is
prayer.” The great teacher, Moses, would not recognize the Mosaic faith as practiced today.

Change is built into the Jewish system. It must be. And, at no time is it on greater
display than during the High Holy Days. In order to make any sense of Rosh Hashanah &
Yom Kippur at all, the concept of teshuvah - return or repentance - must be valid. That is to
say, God can only ask us to improve if change is possible & if God accepts change as adequate
compensation for past indiscretions. The intense heshbon hanefesh, or soul searching, that
goes on during the Ten Days of Repentance, as well as for the entire month beforehand, only
makes sense if God embraces change & encourages it. And, if God embraces & encourages
change, who are we to fear it?

The prayer of the great Christian theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr: “God, grant me the
serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, & wisdom
to know the difference,” is already partly answered within the Jewish tradition. The
opportunity to change, for the better, is granted all year long & virtually thrust upon us
during our fall holy day season. All that God asks of us is to recognize the opportunity & to
take advantage of it. And, as the title of this column suggests, “That which the Holy One,
Blessed be He, does is all for the good”. Do we have the courage to change? Will we have the
courage to embrace Dylan’s request to start swimmin’? Or will we be a stiff-necked people &
sink like a stone? For the times they are a-changin’.

Shalom Uverakha
(Peace & Blessing)
Rabbi Ronald B. Kopelman
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May is our month to donate to the Herkimer Food Pantry. Cash is preferred.
The coordinators of the pantry can then buy in bulk at a lesser cost. Your
donation can be given to Judy Golden, who will give it to the Pantry.

Thank you



President’s Message

Hi everyone!

Our year is going by very quickly, and summer will soon be here, both officially and unofficially. Although the
school year winds down at this time, activities do not slow down at Temple Beth Joseph. Shavuot and the
President’s Brunch starts our summer off even before it is officially here. We look forward to seeing everyone,
enjoying good food, good music, prizes and good company!

We also continue our regular activities, including Friday night Shabbat services. We also look forward to Jacob
Grossman becoming a Bar Mitzvah. Think about joining us for a service once a month, help to make a minyan,
even if you don’t need one, someone else does, and we always have a Kiddush with wine and an Oneg Shabbat
with refreshments and comraderie.

| hope everyone has a wonderful and safe summer. | also hope to see everyone during the summer for a little
visit!

Chelly Cohen
President

TB]J Birthdays and Anniversaries

May

2nd Michael Castle, Sr.

4th Heidi Grossman July

5th Rachel Luck 4th Toby Maser

13th Lisa Mason 12th Florence Cummins

14th Marian Pachman 13th Jillian Belfance
25th Rebeccah Socolof 16th Marty Helfand

20th Kalman Socolof

June 20th Marty & Elliot Helfand (A)

1st Tal Saraf 21st Jacob Grossman

7th Ivy and Jesse Bailey (A) 24th Alana Basloe

7th Judy Golden 29th Duane Sidney
10th Marian & Jack Pachman (A)

12th Larissa and Theodore Davis (A) August

13th Nathan Davenport 2nd: Andy Luck

16th Brian Maser 14th Marsha & Irving Mason (A)
16th David Laymon 21th Nancy & Howard Berg (A)
18th Melissa Golden 22th Randy Castle

18th Jean and Ron Brandwein (A) 26th Rebecca Grossman

21st Chyle Grossman 28th Ben Golden

22nd Gavriella Davis

29th Jordan Laymon
31st Vicki & Kal Socolof (A)



A BOLD NEW OUTLOOK Sisterhood News

K\\\\\//'/N 100 The Women's League triennial convention will be held in Arlington,
Virginia from July 23-July 26. This convention will be the beginning of a year

W iARVAR @ long celebration of the 100t anniversary of Mathilde Schechter’s vision of

PanEsse s sk an organization to engage, enrich and empower conservative Jewish

CONVENTION 2017 women. We look forward to hearing from Toby and Cheryl when they

return.

Each convention has also launched a social action project. This year’s project is called

“Mathilde’s Mentionables.” We are collecting new and gently used bras for women in need.

If you have any to contribute, please contact Toby. She and Cheryl are driving to

convention and will gladly take a big bag to contribute.

We are planning a sisterhood dinner for June 27. Please contact me if you have a favorite

restaurant for us to ftry.

See you soon,
Barbara Kopelman, Sisterhood President

Donations to the TBJ Bethanne Basloe Flower Fund

Get well to Catherine Daly

Donations to the JTS Torah Fund

Mazel Tov to:

Heidi Foote-chosen as one of the Women of the Year

by the Mohawk Valley Chapter of New York State Women
Jeanne Castle on her 90th birthday
Irving Mason on his 80th birthday
Millie Rokeach on her 100th birthday
Mary Hayes-Gordon- Salute to Mohawk Valley's Women Award
Rhoda Lewis-Gennarelli- birth of a granddaughter

Get Well To:
Donations to Temple Beth Joseph

Rena Steirn
Mundy Shapiro S/J Goldberg
Eric Balzer Andrew Bronson

C.R. Blaugrund
Sympathy to: Elliott & Marty Helfand

Joan & Joel Seif
Joy Klein-loss of mother A/J Lovenheim
Family of Florence Levinson P/E Laubenstein
Family of Joseph Cane M/A Rubenstein
Family of Elliott Cummins K Krassenbaum
Cassie Castle on the loss of her sister, Loretta Sykes J/K Socolof

Judy Oster on the loss of her mother, Edith Grundle B/J Tecler



Yahrzeits to be

read Friday,

May 6, 2017 lyar 10
May 6, 2017 lyar 10
May 7, 2017 lyar 11
May 9, 2017 lyar 13
May 10, 2017 lyar 14
May 10, 2017 lyar 14
May 10, 2017 lyar 14

Yahrzeits to be

read Friday,

May 13, 2017 lyar 17
May 13, 2017 lyar 17
May 14, 2017 lyar 17
May 16, 2017 lyar 20
May 16, 2017 lyar 20
May 17, 2017 lyar 21
May 17, 2017 lyar 21

Yahrzeits to be

read Friday,

May 21, 2017 lyar 25
May 21, 2017 lyar 25
May 23, 2017 lyar 27
May 25, 2017 lyar 29
May 26, 2017 Sivan 1

Yahrzeits to be

read Friday,

May 28, 2017 Sivan 3
May 30, 2017 Sivan 5
May 31, 2017 Sivan 6
May 31, 2017 Sivan 6
May 31, 2017 Sivan 6
May 31, 2017 Sivan 6
June 2, 2017 Sivan 8
June 2, 2017 Sivan 8

5/5/2017

Leona Halle
Simon Saperstein
Sidney Goldberg
William Sugarman

Ralph Gutman

Genevieve Grodman

Molly Nemerow

5/12/2017

Helene Levin
Frances Saed

George Silverman

Samuel Rosenkrantz

Harry Levin
Esther Burack

Diane Rosenfeld

5/19/2017

Freda Zager

Leo Heller
Howard Blaugrund
Monte Silverberg
Betty Simon

5/26/2017

Fran Markow
Abraham Katzoff
Jack Becker
Anna Sitrin
Zalman Levin
Bessie Goldrich
Florence Markow

Elsie Myers

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

June 3, 2017
June 3, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 4, 2017
June 7, 2017
June 7, 2017
June 8, 2017
June 9, 2017

Sivan 9
Sivan 9
Sivan 10
Sivan 10
Sivan 13
Sivan 13
Sivan 14
Sivan 15

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

June 10, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 11, 2017
June 12, 2017
June 12, 2017
June 13, 2017
June 13, 2017
June 13, 2017
June 16, 2017
June 16, 2017

Sivan 16
Sivan 17
Sivan 17
Sivan 18
Sivan 18
Sivan 19
Sivan 19

Sivan 22
Sivan 22

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

June 18, 2017
June 18, 2017
June 19, 2017
June 19, 2017
June 19, 2017
June 22, 2017

Sivan 24
Sivan 24
Sivan 25
Sivan 25
Sivan 25
Sivan 28

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

June 27, 2017
June 30, 2017

Tammuz 3

Tammuz 6

6/2/2017

Sarah Samuels
George Parker
Isidore Soroka
Samuel Goldberg
Margarete Wolff
Fannie Soroka
Isidore Siegel

Phoebe Meranus

6/9/2017

Earl Golden
Emanuel Maser
Dorothy Heller
Esther Blaugrund
Emanuel Maser
Louis Goldberg
Florence Wohlman
Karl Kupfer
Henrietta Klein

Anna Kohn

6/16/2017

Melvin Nemerow
Rhoda Samuels
Yenta Grodman
Melvin Nemerow
Toby Lord
Dorothy Sharon

6/23/2017

Bloomah Cohen

Bernard Elow



Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

July 3, 2017
July 4, 2017
July 6, 2017

Tammuz 9
Tammuz10

Tammuz12

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

July 8, 2017
July 9, 2017

July 10, 2017
July 12, 2017
July 14, 2017
July 14, 2017

Tammuz14
Tammuz15
Tammuz16
Tammuz18
Tammuz20

Tammuz20

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

July 15, 2017
July 16, 2017
July 16, 2017
July 17, 2017
July 18, 2017
July 19, 2017
July 19, 2017
July 20, 2017
July 21, 2017

Tammuz21
Tammuz22
Tammuz22
Tammuz23
Tammuz24
Tammuz25
Tammuz25
Tammuz26

Tammuz27

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

July 28, 2017
July 24, 2017
July 25, 2017
July 26, 2017

July 26, 2017
July 26, 2017
July 26, 2017
July 28, 2017

Tammuz28
Av 1
Av 2
Av 3

Av 3
Av 3
Av 3
Av 5

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

July 31, 2017
August 1, 2017
August 3, 2017

Av 8
Av 9
Av 11

6/30/2017

George Rush
Harry Nemerow
Sarah Rothblum

7/7/2017

Rose Helfand
Ida Castle
Roslyn Saviov
Henrietta Woltag
Elaine Heller
Jack Rubins

7/14/2017

Mollie Golden
Allen Goldstein
Mathilde Halle
David Nathan
Rose Basloe
Fred Cohen
Adolph Jacobs
Anne Basloe
Esther Soifer

7/21/2017

Morris Markow
Nathan Jacobson
Sarah Goldstein

Celia Woloshin
Rabbi Samuel
Wrubel

Dorothy Ciocca
Syrel Kappel

Rebecca Silverberg

7/28/2017

Joseph Hammer
Stella Posner

Lewis Harkavy

August 4, 2017
August 4, 2017
August 4, 2017

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

August 5, 2017
August 6, 2017
August 6, 2017
August 7, 2017
August 9, 2017
August 9, 2017
August 9, 2017

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

August 12, 2017
August 12, 2017
August 12, 2017
August 13, 2017
August 14, 2017
August 16, 2017
August 16, 2017
August 17, 2017
August 17, 2017

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

August 19, 2017
August 20, 2017
August 21, 2017
August 21, 2017
August 23, 2017
August 23, 2017
August 24, 2017
August 24, 2017

Yahrzeits to be read

Friday,

August 26, 2017
August 28, 2017
Sept 1, 2017
Sept 1, 2017
Sept 1, 2017

Av 12
Av 12
Av 12

Av 14
Av 14
Av 15
Av 17
Av 17
Av 17

Av 20
Av 20
Av 20
Av 21
Av 22
Av 24
Av 24
Av 25
Av 25

Av 27
Av 28
Av 29
Av 29
Elul 1
Elul 1
Elul 2
Elul 2

Elul 4
Elul 6
Elul 10
Elul 10
Elul 10

Goldie Elowsky
Ann Moskowitz

Saul Myers

8/4/2017

Josephine Howard
Gerald Levin
Samuel Woltag
Samuel Rosen
Marian Nemerow
Dora Bloom

Abraham Abrams

8/11/2017

Sheldon Basloe
Alice Lovenheim
Leonore Shapiro
Natalie Gennis
Samuel Wolff
Ruth Bennett
Bertha Gordon
Pincus Woltag
Robin Gant

8/18/2017

Walter Blum
Estelle Goldstein
Herta Reeder
Anna Weber
Martin Wolff
Morris Soifer
Eric Reeder
Bertha Katzoff

8/25/2017

Jerome Lovenheim
Martin Weinberger
Abraham Samuels
Emanuel Garbin

Charles Bennett
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Mother of murdered American teen to
address UN on PA terrorism

Ruth Schwartz, whose son Ezra was murdered by an Arab terrorist in 2015, to call

.on UN to force a halt to PA's funding of terrorists
5/21/2017 ,r"vwn 1mx2 n"> ,David Rosenberg

Moti Karelitz/ZAKA TEL AVIV/FLASH90

Eighteen months ago, Mohammed Abdel Basset al-Kharoub, a Palestinian Authority terrorist, shot

and murdered 18-year old Ezra Schwartz, 51-year old Yaakov Don, and 24-year old Shadi Arafa at
.the Etzion Junction south of Jerusalem

from Sharon, Massachusetts, was studying in Beit Shemesh for a year Schwartz, a yeshiva student
.after completing high school

A military court found the terrorist guilty of the murders and in March handed down

4 consecuitive life sentences, and required him to pay 250,000 shekels ($69,000) to the families of
.each of his victims

Despite their heinous crimes, al-Kharoub and his fellow terrorists now sitting in Israeli prisons and

receive stipends from the Palestinian Authority and Fatah party — payments in honor of their
.murderous deeds

Yet the Palestinian Authority itself continues to receive more than $1.3 billion in international aid
.every year — aid the PA claims it must receive in order to continue operating



While the US Congress has taken steps in the past to deter the PA from paying jailed terrorists, the
.international community has largely ignored the problem or, at best, paid lip service to solving it

This week, however, Ruth Schwartz, who lost her son Ezra on that fateful day in November 2015, will
.address the United Nations at a special forum focusing on the PA’s transparent support for terrorism

The forum, to be held this Wednesday at the UN headquarters in New York, is being organized by the
.Israeli delegation to the UN, headed by Ambassador Danny Danon

The reprehensible terrorists who killed Ezra receives more than $3,000 a month from the Palestinian “
Foreign aid contributed to the PA by the international .Authority as a reward for Killing innocent people
.community is exploited by the Palestinians and used to support terrorism,” said Danon

We call on the Security Council to act to cease these payments and finally put an end to the “
.Palestinian support for terrorism,” the Ambassador continued

Speaking ahead of the event, Schwartz noted that “after Ezra was killed, his murderer was

This very same terrorist who .apprehended, convicted and sentenced to four life sentences in prison
He knew that the more .violently cut Ezra’s life short, is paid by the PA as a reward for killing our son
We have lost our child and will never get him back and .people he killed, the more he would be paid
”.our children suffer each day as they continue their lives without their brother

Schwartz also pointed out that “while Israel punishes the perpetrators, and seeks to deter possible
future terrorists with significant prison time, the PA is supporting and encouraging such hatred with
The world cannot stand silently by as the PA continues to raise the next .financial incentives
”.generation of Palestinian terrorists

Howard and | thought you might want to include this in the bulletin. The women who will speak to
the U N is a friend of my daughter-in-laws sister. Her son, was in Israel just before the attack but he
was sent to a different location that day. So they could have been family in this attack.

Thanks, Nancy
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